THE PILGRIMS OF THE PHALGOU RIVER.         IOg
After remaining for some time at the foot of the sacred
tree, Banks led us on towards the town of Gaya, the
crowd of pilgrims increasing as we advanced. Very soon,
through a vista of verdure, the picturesque edifices of
Gaya appeared on the summit of a rock
It is the temple of Vishnu which attracts travellers to
this place. The construction is modern, as it was rebuilt
by the Queen of Holcar only a few years ago. The great
curiosity of this temple are the marks left by Vishnu
when he condescended to visit earth on purpose to con-
tend with the demon Maya. The struggle between a god
^and a fiend could not long remain doubtful.
Maya succumbed, and a block [of stone, visible within
the enclosure of Vishnu-Pad, bears witness, by the deep
impress of his adversary's foot-prints, that the demon had
to deal with a formidable foe.
I said the block of stone was * visible;" I ought to have
said " visible to Hindoo natives only/1 No European is
permitted to gaze upon these divine relics.
Perhaps a more robust faith than is to be found in
Western minds may be necessary in order to distinguish
these traces on the miraculous stone. Be that as it may,
Bank's offer of money failed this time. No priest would
accept what would have been the price of a sacrilege; I
dare not venture to suppose that the sum offered was
unequal to the extent of the Brahminical conscience.